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FEMA Lost Wages Assistance Program 
The Federal Emergency Management Association (FEMA) appropriated $44 billion for a new Lost Wages Assistance 
Program to states to provide an extra $300/week to unemployed workers after the CARES Act unemployment assistance 
ended on 07/31. States can also provide an additional $100/week from state funds. These payments are retroactive to 
08/01.The funds will be distributed until 12/27 unless the federal Disaster Relief Fund balance falls below $25 billion, the 
$44 billion set aside for the LWA program is depleted, or the U.S. Congress enacts a replacement unemployment relief 
program.

State Date Approved 
Alabama 08/21 
Alaska 08/23 
Arizona 08/15 

Arkansas 08/25 

California 08/21 
Colorado 08/16 

Connecticut 08/24 
Delaware 09/02 
District of 
Columbia 09/08 

Florida 08/29 
Georgia 08/23 
Hawaii 08/29 
Idaho 08/19 
Illinois 09/01 
Indiana 08/21 

Iowa 08/15 
Kansas 09/07 

Kentucky 08/20 
Louisiana 08/15 

Maine 08/25 
Maryland 08/20  

Massachusetts 08/21 
Michigan 08/20 

State Date Approved 
Minnesota 08/29 
Mississippi 08/22 

Missouri 08/16 
Montana 08/17 

Nebraska 09/09 
Nevada 09/11 

New Hampshire 08/24 
New Jersey 09/04 
New Mexico 08/15 

New York 08/23 

North Carolina 08/21 
North Dakota 08/31 

Ohio 08/26 
Oklahoma 08/18 

Oregon 08/28 
Pennsylvania 08/24 

Rhode Island 08/22 
South Carolina 09/01 
South Dakota Not joining the program 
Tennessee 08/22 

Texas 08/21 
Utah 08/16 

Vermont 08/22 
Virginia 08/26 

https://www.fema.gov/disasters/coronavirus/governments/supplemental-payments-lost-wages
https://www.fema.gov/disasters/coronavirus/governments/supplemental-payments-lost-wages
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200824/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-alabama
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200823/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-alaska
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200824/fema-announces-first-states-receive-lost-wages-grants
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200825/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-arkansas
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200824/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-california
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200820/fema-announces-lost-wages-grants-colorado-missouri-and-utah#:%7E:text=FEMA%27s%20grant%20funding%20will%20allow,of%20their%20regular%20unemployment%20benefit.
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200824/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-connecticut
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200902/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-delaware
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200908/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-washington-dc
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200908/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-washington-dc
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200829/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-florida
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200823/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-georgia
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200829/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-hawaii
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200820/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-idaho#:%7E:text=FEMA%27s%20grant%20funding%20will%20allow,funding%20available%20to%20Idaho%20residents.
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200901/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-illinois
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200824/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-indiana
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200824/fema-announces-first-states-receive-lost-wages-grants
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200907/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-kansas
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200824/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-kentucky
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200824/fema-announces-first-states-receive-lost-wages-grants
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200825/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-maine
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200819/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-maryland
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200824/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-massachusetts
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200824/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-michigan
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200829/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-minnesota
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200822/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-mississippi
https://mdes.ms.gov/news/2020/04/21/pandemic-unemployment-assistance-available-for-the-state-of-mississippi/
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200820/fema-announces-lost-wages-grants-colorado-missouri-and-utah#:%7E:text=FEMA%27s%20grant%20funding%20will%20allow,of%20their%20regular%20unemployment%20benefit.
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200819/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-montana#:%7E:text=FEMA%27s%20grant%20funding%20will%20allow,of%20their%20regular%20unemployment%20benefit.
https://dol.nebraska.gov/UIBenefits/Claims/FAQ/COVID-19CARESAct
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200909/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-nebraska
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200911/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-nevada
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200824/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-new-hampshire
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200904/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-new-jersey
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200824/fema-announces-first-states-receive-lost-wages-grants
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200823/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-new-york
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200824/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-north-carolina
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200831/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-north-dakota
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200826/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-ohio
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200820/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-oklahoma#:%7E:text=WASHINGTON%20--%20On%20August%208,to%20the%20COVID-19%20pandemic.
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200828/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-oregon
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200824/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-pennsylvania
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200824/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-rhode-island
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200901/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-south-carolina
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200822/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-tennessee
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200824/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-texas
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200820/fema-announces-lost-wages-grants-colorado-missouri-and-utah#:%7E:text=FEMA%27s%20grant%20funding%20will%20allow,of%20their%20regular%20unemployment%20benefit.
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200822/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-vermont
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200826/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-virginia
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State Date Approved 
Washington 08/24 

West Virginia 08/27 

State Date Approved 
Wisconsin 09/01 
Wyoming 08/28 

 

  

https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200824/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-washington
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200827/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-west-virginia
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200901/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-wisconsin
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200828/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-wyoming
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CARES Act Unemployment Benefits 
The Federal CARES Act created the following unemployment benefits until 07/31: 

• Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) provides 39 weeks of federally–funded unemployment benefits for 
self–employed workers, independent contractors, gig workers, those seeking part–time employment, or who 
otherwise would not qualify for UI benefits under state or federal law. Payments under PUA are retroactive, for 
weeks of unemployment, partial employment, or inability to work due to COVID–19 reasons starting on or after 
01/27. The Department of Labor issued guidance on the program on 04/05. 

• Federal Pandemic Unemployment Compensation (FPUC) provides an extra $600/week made retroactively to 
claims filed for the week of 03/29 – 04/01 and will continue until 07/31. Individuals eligible for PUA are also 
eligible for this program 

• Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation (PEUC) provides those who have exhausted benefits 
under regular unemployment compensation or other programs to receive up to 13 weeks of additional benefits 

 

 

State Date 

Alabama 
FPUC  – 04/08 
PUA – 04/13 

PEUC – 04/20 

Alaska 
FPUC – 04/13 
PUA – 04/27 

PEUC – 05/01 

Arizona FPUC – 04/20  
PUA – 05/12 

Arkansas FPUC – 04/11  
PUA – 05/04 

California FPUC – 04/11 
PUA – 04/28 

Colorado FPUC & PUA – 04/20  
PEUC – 04/25 

Connecticut FPUC – 04/27  
PUA – 04/30 

Delaware 
FPUC – 04/13 
PUA – 05/11 

PEUC – 04/19 

District of 
Columbia 

FPUC – 04/21  
PUA & PEUC – available 

but website does not 
note date 

Florida 

FPUC – 04/12 
PUA & PEUC – available 

but website does not 
note date 

State Date 

Georgia FPUC – 04/19 
PUA – 04/25 

Hawaii FPUC – 04/21 
PUA – 05/15 

Idaho FPUC & PUA –04/24 

Illinois 
FPUC – 04/06 

PUA & PEUC – available 
but does not note date 

Indiana FPUC – 04/20 
PUA – 04/24 

Iowa 
FPUC – 04/16 

PUA & PEUC – available 
but does not note date 

Kansas 

FPUC – 04/23 
PUA – can file on 05/12, 

payments go out on 
05/25 

Kentucky 

FPUC – 04/04 
PUA – available but 

website does not note 
date 

Louisiana FPUC & PUA – 04/20 

Maine FPUC – 04/16 
PUA & PEUC – 04/24  

Maryland FPUC – 04/17 
PUA – 04/24 

Massachusetts FPUC – 04/09 
PUA & PEUC – 04/30 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3548/text
https://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/corr_doc.cfm?DOCN=4628
https://labor.alabama.gov/COVID/CARES%20Act%20FAQ.pdf
https://labor.alaska.gov/
https://des.az.gov/services/employment/unemployment-individual/ui-extension-cares-act
https://www.fayetteville-ar.gov/3895/Unemployment-Information
https://www.edd.ca.gov/about_edd/coronavirus-2019/workers.htm
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdle/covid-19-workers
https://www.ctdol.state.ct.us/fedunemploymentinsprograms.pdf
https://dol.delaware.gov/covid19-index.php
https://does.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/does/publication/attachments/Expansion%20of%20Unemployment%20Insurance%20Benefits%20under%20the%20New%20CARES%20Act.pdf
https://does.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/does/publication/attachments/Expansion%20of%20Unemployment%20Insurance%20Benefits%20under%20the%20New%20CARES%20Act.pdf
http://www.floridajobs.org/Reemployment-Assistance-Service-Center/reemployment-assistance/general-information/covid-19-new
https://dol.georgia.gov/gdol-covid-19-information
https://labor.hawaii.gov/cares-act/
https://idahoatwork.com/2020/03/18/faqs-about-unemployment-insurance-and-covid-19/
https://www2.illinois.gov/ides/News%20%20Announcements%20Doc%20Library/Federal-Stimulus-FAQ-April2020.pdf
https://www.in.gov/dwd/files/Indiana_Unemployment_FAQ.pdf
https://www.iowaworkforcedevelopment.gov/COVID-19
https://www.dol.ks.gov/
https://www.wymt.com/content/news/Governor-600-per-week-unemployment-payments-to-roll-out-starting-April-9th-569494491.html
http://www.laworks.net/FAQs/FAQ_COVID-19_QandA.asp
https://www.maine.gov/labor/covid19/
https://www.dllr.state.md.us/employment/unemployment.shtml
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/update-massachusetts-department-of-unemployment-assistance-announces-guidance-on-cares
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State Date 

Michigan 

FPUC – 04/10  
PUA & PEUC available 

but website does not 
note date 

Minnesota 

FPUC – 04/05  
PUA & PEUC available 

but website does not 
note date 

Mississippi FPUC – 04/10 
PUA – 04/21 

Missouri FPUC – 04/12 
PUA – 04/19 

Montana FPUC – 04/13 
PUA – 04/22  

Nebraska FPUC – 04/17 
PUA – 04/30 

Nevada FPUC – 04/12  

New Hampshire 

FPUC – 04/20 
PUA available but 

website does not note 
date 

New Jersey 

FPUC – 04/14 
PUA & PEUC available 

but website does not 
note date 

New Mexico 

FPUC – 04/13 
PUA & PEUC available 

but website does not 
note date 

New York All programs – 04/05 

North Carolina FPUC – 04/17 
PUA – 04/25  

North Dakota FPUC – 04/15 
PUA – 05/06 

Ohio FPUC – 04/24 
PUA – 05/08  

Oklahoma 
All programs available 
but website does not 

note date 

Oregon 

FPUC – 04/10 
PUA – available but 

website does not note 
date  

State Date 

Pennsylvania 

FPUC – 04/12 
PUA – available but 

website does not note 
date 

Rhode Island 

FPUC – 04/14 
PUA – available but 

website does not note 
date 

South Carolina FPUC – 04/18 
PUA – 04/24 

South Dakota 

FPUC – 04/08 
PUA & PEUC – available 

but website does not 
note date 

Tennessee FPUC – 04/14 
PUA – 04/27  

Texas PUA & FPUC – 04/13 

Utah FPUC – 04/08 
PUA – 04/24 

Vermont 

FPUC – available but 
website does not note 

date 
PUA – 04/28 

Virginia 
All program available but 

website does not note 
date 

Washington All programs – 04/18  

West Virginia 
All program available but 

website does not note 
date 

Wisconsin FPUC – 04/26 
PUA – 04/21  

Wyoming 

FPUC – 04/23 
PUA – available but 

website does not note 
date 

 
 

https://www.michigan.gov/leo/0,5863,7-336-78421_97241_98585---,00.html
https://www.uimn.org/applicants/needtoknow/news-updates/cares-act.jsp
https://mdes.ms.gov/news/2020/04/10/among-the-1st-in-the-nation-to-pay-claimants-federal-pandemic-unemployment-compensation/
https://mdes.ms.gov/news/2020/04/21/pandemic-unemployment-assistance-available-for-the-state-of-mississippi/
https://labor.mo.gov/coronavirus#mini-panel-coronavirus-tabs2
http://dli.mt.gov/news/159
https://dol.nebraska.gov/UIBenefits/Claims/FAQ/COVID-19CARESAct
https://www.kfornow.com/nebraska-department-of-labor-to-issue-payments-for-pandemic-unemployment-assistance/
https://detr.nv.gov/Page/COVID-19_(Coronavirus)_Information_for_Claimants_and_Employers
https://www.nhes.nh.gov/
https://myunemployment.nj.gov/labor/myunemployment/covidFAQ.shtml
https://www.dws.state.nm.us/COVID-19-Info
https://labor.ny.gov/ui/cares-act.shtm
https://des.nc.gov/need-help/covid-19-information/federal-unemployment-assistance
https://www.jobsnd.com/news/unemployment-insurance-and-covid-19-frequently-asked-questions
http://jfs.ohio.gov/ouio/CoronavirusAndUI.stm
https://oesc.ok.gov/#yourquestionsanswered
https://govstatus.egov.com/ui-benefits/CARES
https://www.uc.pa.gov/Pages/covid19.aspx
http://www.dlt.ri.gov/ui/
https://dew.sc.gov/
https://dlr.sd.gov/ra/cares.aspx
https://www.tn.gov/workforce/covid-19/faq/employees.html
https://www.twc.texas.gov/news/covid-19-resources-job-seekers#howDoesTheCareActCovid1StimulusAffectYou
https://jobs.utah.gov/covid19/caresuifaq.pdf
https://labor.vermont.gov/CARESact_Vermont
https://www.vec.virginia.gov/html/fpuc.html
https://esd.wa.gov/newsroom/covid-19#stimulus
https://workforcewv.org/images/files/PublicInfo/FPUC_-_Initial_Notice.pdf
https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/uiben/caresact/
http://www.wyomingworkforce.org/

